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formerly served as president of vaccinations
for Merck, where he ignored warnings about
thimerosal’s risks.

In May of last year, the Institute of Medi-
cine issued its final report. Its conclusion:
There is no proven link between autism and
thimerosal in vaccines. Rather than review-
ing the large body of literature describing
the toxicity of thimerosal, the report relied
on four disastrously flawed epidemiological
studies examining European countries,
where children received much smaller doses
of thimerosal than American kids. It also
cited a new version of the Verstraeten study,
published in the journal Pediatrics, that had
been reworked to reduce the link between
thimerosal and autism. The new study in-
cluded children too young to have been diag-
nosed with autism and overlooked others
who showed signs of the disease. The IOM de-
clared the case closed and—in a startling po-
sition for a scientific body—recommended
that no further research be conducted.

The report may have satisfied the CDC, but
it convinced no one. Rep. David Weldon, a
Republican physician from Florida who
serves on the House Government Reform
Committee, attacked the Institute of Medi-
cine, saying it relied on a handful of studies
that were ‘‘fatally flawed” by ‘‘poor design’
and failed to represent ‘‘all the available sci-
entific and medical research.”” CDC officials
are not interested in an honest search for the
truth, Weldon told me, because ‘‘an associa-
tion between vaccines and autism would
force them to admit that their policies irrep-
arably damaged thousands of children. Who
would want to make that conclusion about
themselves?”’

Under pressure from Congress, parents and
a few of its own panel members, the Institute
of Medicine reluctantly convened a second
panel to review the findings of the first. In
February, the new panel, composed of dif-
ferent scientists, criticized the earlier panel
for its lack of transparency and urged the
CDC to make its vaccine database available
to the public.

So far, though, only two scientists have
managed to gain access. Dr. Mark Geier,
president of the Genetics Center of America,
and his son, David, spent a year battling to
obtain the medical records from the CDC.
Since August 2002, when members of Con-
gress pressured the agency to turn over the
data, the Geiers have completed six studies
that demonstrate a powerful correlation be-
tween thimerosal and neurological damage
in children. One study, which compares the
cumulative dose of mercury received by chil-
dren born between 1981 and 1985 with those
born between 1990 and 1996, found a ‘‘very
significant relationship’ between autism and
vaccines. Another study of educational per-
formance found that kids who received high-
er doses of thimerosal in vaccines were near-
ly three times as likely to be diagnosed with
autism and more than three times as likely
to suffer from speech disorders and mental
retardation. Another soon-to-be-published
study shows that autism rates are in decline
following the recent elimination of thimer-
osal from most vaccines.

As the federal government worked to pre-
vent scientists from studying vaccines, oth-
ers have stepped in to study the link to au-
tism. In April, reporter Dan Olmsted of UPI
undertook one of the more interesting stud-
ies himself. Searching for children who had
not been exposed to mercury in vaccines—
the kind of population that scientists typi-
cally use as a ‘‘control” in experiments—
Olmsted scoured the Amish of Lancaster
County, Penn., who refuse to immunize their
infants. Given the national rate of autism,
Olmsted calculated that there should be 130
autistics among the Amish. He found only
four. One had been exposed to high levels of
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mercury from a power plant. The other
three—including one child adopted from out-
side the Amish community—had received
their vaccines.

At the state level, many officials have also
conducted in-depth reviews of thimerosal.
While the Institute of Medicine was busy
whitewashing the risks, the Iowa Legislature
was carefully combing through all of the
available scientific and biological data.
‘“After three years of review, I became con-
vinced there was sufficient credible research
to show a link between mercury and the in-
creased incidences in autism,” says state
Sen. Ken Veenstra, a Republican who
oversaw the investigation. ‘“The fact that
Iowa’s 700 percent increase in autism began
in the 1990s, right after more and more vac-
cines were added to the children’s vaccine
schedules, is solid evidence alone.” Last
year, Iowa became the first state to ban mer-
cury in vaccines, followed by California.
Similar bans are now under consideration in
32 other states.

But instead of following suit, the FDA con-
tinues to allow manufacturers to include thi-
merosal in scores of over-the-counter medi-
cations as well as steroids and injected col-
lagen. Even more alarming, the government
continues to ship vaccines preserved with
thimerosal to developing countries—some of
which are now experiencing a sudden explo-
sion in autism rates. In China, where the dis-
ease was virtually unknown prior to the in-
troduction of thimerosal by U.S. drug manu-
facturers in 1999, news reports indicate that
there are now more than 1.8 million
autistics. Although reliable numbers are
hard to come by, autistic disorders also ap-
pear to be soaring in India, Argentina, Nica-
ragua and other developing countries that
are now using thimerosal-laced vaccines.
The World Health Organization continues to
insist thimerosal is safe, but it promises to
keep the possibility that it is linked to neu-
rological disorders ‘‘under review.”

I devoted time to study this issue because
I believe that this is a moral crisis that must
be addressed. If, as the evidence suggests,
our public-health authorities knowingly al-
lowed the pharmaceutical industry to poison
an entire generation of American children,
their actions arguably constitute one of the
biggest scandals in the annals of American
medicine. ‘“The CDC is guilty of incom-
petence and gross negligence,” says Mark
Blaxill, vice president of Safe Minds, a non-
profit organization concerned about the role
of mercury in medicines. ‘The damage
caused by vaccine exposure is massive. It’s
bigger than asbestos, bigger than tobacco,
bigger than anything you’ve ever seen.” It’s
hard to calculate the damage to our coun-
try—and to the international efforts to
eradicate epidemic diseases—if Third World
nations come to believe that America’s most
heralded foreign-aid initiative is poisoning
their children. It’s not difficult to predict
how this scenario will be interpreted by
America’s enemies abroad. The scientists
and researchers—many of them sincere, even
idealistic—who are participating in efforts
to hide the science on thimerosal claim that
they are trying to advance the lofty goal of
protecting children in developing nations
from disease pandemics. They are badly mis-
guided. Their failure to come clean on thi-
merosal will come back horribly to haunt
our country and the world’s poorest popu-
lations.

————

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to take my time
out of order.

H5077

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

———————

THE CORPORATION FOR PUBLIC
BROADCASTING—PROVIDING
INDEPENDENT FAMILY
GRAMMING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SCHIFF) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to express my strong support for
the Corporation for Public Broad-
casting and its contributions to our
shared American experience.

On November 7, 1967, President Lyn-
don Johnson signed into law the Public
Broadcasting Act of 1967, creating the
Corporation for Public Broadcasting
and bringing about the genesis of one
of our Nation’s most cherished edu-
cational and cultural institutions.

Before signing the bill, President
Johnson presented his vision for this
new public communications enterprise,
stating that the ‘‘time had come to en-
list the computer and the satellite, as
well as the television and the radio,
and to enlist them in the cause of edu-
cation.”

Since Congress created this not-for-
profit entity, it has become one of the
most relied-upon sources of news and
educational programming for all Amer-
icans, especially for our children.

Mr. Speaker, as the father of two
small children, I can speak directly to
the love that our kids have for edu-
cational programming, such as Sesame
Street, Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood, Ar-
thur, Clifford the Big Red Dog. They
have captured the imaginations and
challenged the minds of our children
for decades. In fact, these programs are
also a hit with parents, and often
present the only alternative to inap-
propriate daytime programming that is
available on network and for-profit tel-
evision stations.

The mission of the Public Broad-
casting Act was realized when the Cor-
poration for Public Broadcasting, CPB,
created the nonprofit Public Broad-
casting Service in 1969 and the Na-
tional Public Radio in 1970. American
families now had television and radio
stations they could call their own.

Much like the Chamber in which we
stand, the people’s House, these air-
waves and programming supported by
the CPB also belong to the individuals
we have the privilege to represent in
Congress, and I have heard from hun-
dreds of my constituents who have
shared personal stories of the impact of
PBS and NPR on their lives and the
lives of their children.

KPCC, for example, in my district is
just one of the many superb affiliates
of NPR around the Nation. My con-
stituents rely on KPCC, as they do on
public broadcasting generally for news,
informational programming, and edu-
cational programming for their Kkids;
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